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SCDES BCM Regulatory Authority

« SCDES BCM has direct

regulatory authority within the
State's critical areas.

« Coastal Waters
« Tidelands
 Beaches
« Beach/Dune System
« Alterations within the critical areas,

including living shoreline
installations, require a permit.
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Developing SC Living Shoreline Regulations

SCDES BCM begins 5-year strategy to develop living shoreline
regulations

Stakeholder Engagement - SC Living Shoreline Working
Group established

Summary of Living Shoreline Research to Inform Regulatory
Decision-Making in"SC

Living shoreline regulation development - SC Administrative
Procedures Act

Living shoreline regulations passed by the South Carolina
General Assembly.
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SC Regulatory Living Shoreline Definition

Living Shoreline - A shoreline stabilization approach
utilized in intertidal wetland environments that
maintains, restores, and/or enhances natural estuarine
processes through the strategic placement of native
vegetation and/or use of green infrastructure as
described in 30-12.Q. Living shorelines promote wetland
resiliency and water quality, and enhance the diverse
intertidal habitat.

South Carolina Code of Regulations R.30-1.D
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Living Shoreline
Regulations (R.30-12.Q)

LivinF shorelines are encouraged as
an alternative to traditiona
hardened erosion control
structures in estuarine environments

because they provide an
environmental benefit and reduce the

environmental impacts associated
with hardened structures.

Living shoreline methods involve
planting of native vegetation and/or
the installation of other green
infrastructure.

Established Shell Bag Reef - Photo
Credit SCDNR

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES



Living Shoreline
Regulations (R.30-12.Q)

« Green infrastructure includes softer
approaches to protecting estuarine
shorelines and consists of materials that
promote growth of native biological
components and maintain continuity
of the natural land-water interface.

« Environmental conditions of a site will be
considered in the evaluation of living
shoreline applications including whether
the type of living shoreline has
demonstrated success.
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Living Shoreline
Regulations (R.30-12.Q)

- Demonstrated success can
include an increase in the
presence of native vegetation
and/or oysters, and an increase
in elevation on the landward
side of the living shoreline
installation.
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Living Shoreline
Regulations (R.30-12.Q)

* (1) Living shorelines are limited to
as defined in R.30-1.D.

* (2) Living shorelines must be
of

the permittee for individual projects. One
application may be submitted for a living
shoreline installation that involves more than
one adjoining waterfront parcel. The
Department may consider an alternative
alignment on a site-by-site basis if site-specific
characteristics warrant such an alignment.

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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Project Standards (R.30-
12.Q)

(3) Living shorelines must be shore parallel
and aligned to conform to the natural
contours of the shoreline to the maximum
extent feasible.

(4) Living shorelines must not be installed in
creeks less than twenty (20) feet in width as
measured from marsh vegetation on each side
unless special geographic circumstances exist.
In all cases, the Department will consider any
navigational concerns when evaluating the
siting of living shoreline projects.

'-‘_.::

tle® Reef - Photo Credit SCDNR
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Project Standards (R.30-
12.Q)

« (5) All living shoreline applications must
demonstrate that the installations are
designed to promote growth of native
biological components. Only native
vegetation may be used if the site is
planted. Living shoreline installations
must be composed of Department
approved materials. Approval of
materials by the Department may
require the applicant to submit a ~- 4
certified letter from the supplier of the POEIRERN L e VA
source material. Ry Phow Credit SCONR
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Project Standards (R.30-12.Q)

* (6) The size and extent of the living shoreline must be
limited to that which is reasonable for the intended
purpose. All living shoreline applications must
demonstrate that the living shoreline is designed and
constructed in a manner that:

a) does not restrict the reasonable navigation or public use of state
lands and waters;

b) has minimal effect on natural water movement and in no case
prohibits water flow;

c) does not prevent movement of aquatic organisms between the
waterbody and the shore;

d) maintains, restores, and/or enhances shoreline ecological
processes;

e) maintains continuity of the natural land-water interface; and

Vire Reefs = Photo Credit -
f) prevents the installation from being displaced which can result in e i D =
marine debris.
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Project Standards (R.30-
12.Q)

« (7) Filling or excavation of vegetated tidelands
for the construction of a living shoreline is
prohibited. Minimal impacts to non-vegetated
tidelands may be permitted to achieve a successful
installation only if no feasible alternative exists.
Projects with proposed non-vegetated tideland
impacts must provide sufficient evidence that no
feasible alternative exists and must demonstrate
avoidance and minimization of impacts.
Construction of living shorelines must not disturb
established, live shellfish beds. Living shoreline
installations must not be constructed in a manner
that results in the creation of upland.
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Project Standards (R.30-
12.Q)

 (8) Living shorelines must be
maintained by the permittee such
that the installation is generally intact
and functional. The Department may
require the permittee to monitor
the living shoreline subject to the
critical area permit to determine
whether the installation is functioning
as intended, results in marine debris,

or impedes navigation or public use of * Modified Wire Reefs - Photo Credit SCONR

state lands and waters.
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Project Standards (R.30-
12 Q)

* (9) The Department may require remediation or
removal of a living shoreline for reasons that include,
but are not limited to:

a) the installation is no longer generally intact and
functional;

b)the installation has resulted in marine debris;

) the installation impedes navigation or public use of
state lands and waters; or

d)the installation is not accomplishing the intended
purpose of the living shoreline.

« (10)If a living shoreline is destroyed by natural events,
the installation may be rebuilt to its previously
permitted configuration so long as reconstruction is
completed within one (1) year of the date of the event b3 e
unless there are extenuating circumstances justifying Displaced Modified Wire Reefs - Photo Credit SCONR
more time.
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State Permitting Process

Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Pre- Submit Public Technical

Application

Meeting Application Notice Review

Optional meeting Submit complete Public Technical review
with SCDES BCM + Critical Area Permit Notice Comment + site visit
USACE Application Period

Placard Appeal Permit

Issued Window Decision

Issuance of 15-day Appeal Permit decision including
Construction Placard Window Special Conditions



sc%nis ePermitting  SCDES Online Services

State
Permitting Fees

Minor Activities - $250.00
for private property

Major Activities - $1,000.00
for commercial properties

Local Agency Request -
$250.00

State Agency Request - No
fe e Forgot your Password?

SCDES ePermitting:
https.//epermweb.dhec.sc.go
v/ncore/external/home



https://epermweb.dhec.sc.gov/ncore/external/home
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Federal Permitting

« Federal authorization from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
required for all living shoreline activities in waters of the U.S. prior
to construction.

« Pre-Construction Notifications (PCN) or Individual Department of the
Army (DA) permit applications required for all living shoreline
projects and must be submitted directly to USACE.

« U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Electronic Submittals:

https://www.sac.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Electronic-
Submittals/

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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Federal Permitting

USACE will review and determine type of permit required,
which may include:

- Nationwide Permit (NWP) 27 (Aquatic Habitat Restoration,
Enhancement, and Establishment),

 NWP-54 (Living Shorelines), or

« May be evaluated under an Individual Department of
the Army (DA) permit.

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES



Signage Requirements DANGER

OBSTRUCTION
* If project requires federal authorization,
will be required. :
: : : &) CLEMSON
« Type of signage is determined by U.S. ) CLEYSON salin G

Coast Guard (USGC) and Creating habitat
of proposed and protecting

. shorelines
structures and/or fills.

¢ Habitat
* Erosion Control
* Food

after
USACE permit issuance.
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U.S. Coast Guard Signage Contact

U.S. Coast Guard PATON (Private Aids to Navigation) Requests:
Address:
USCG Seventh District Waterways Management (Attn: PATON Staff)
909 SE 1ST Street
Miami, FL 33131

Email: SMB-D7-PATON@uscg.mil

CG-22554 PATON Request Form:

https://homeport.uscg.mil/Lists/Content/DispForm.aspx?I1D=73838&S
ource=/Lists/Content/DispForm.aspx?ID=73838

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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Conclusions

Living shoreline installations require a critical area permit from
SCDES BCM.

Pre-application meetings with SCDES BCM are strongly
encouraged.

Authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is required
for all living shorelines proposed in waters of the U.S.

Federal authorization will require signage, type determined by
the U.S. Coastal Guard.

For general inquires, or to request a pre-application meeting
with SCDES BCM contact BCM.

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES



SCDES Webpages

« SCDES Living Shorelines:
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-coastal-
management/critical-area-permitting/living-
shorelines

« SCDES ePermitting: https://des.sc.gov/permits-
regulations/permit-central/epermitting

« ePermitting Home:

https.//epermweb.dhec.sc.gov/ncore/external/ho
me

« ePermitting Training:
https://des.sc.gov/permits-regulations/permit-
central/epermitting/epermitting-training

SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
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