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Lk Edgefiad Quarry g
1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: Ckay. (Good eveni ng once agai n.
3 The tinme is now 7 p.m on Thursday, August 8th,
4 2024, and this public hearing will now begin.
5 This public hearing is being held by the South
6 Carol i na Departnment of Environnental Services, also
7 known as SCDES, to accept comments and supporting
8 information on the application submtted by Luck
9 Stone Corporation to mne granite at a site |ocated
10 on Whodl awn Road in Edgefield County, approximtely
11 6.8 mles southeast of Carks H I, South Carolina.
12 As a formal proceeding, the purpose of this
13 hearing is to accept oral comments fromthe
14 audi ence and record themfor the official record.
15 Therefore, SCDES staff will not be responding to
16 guestions or coments during the hearing. A
17 witten transcript will be prepared by the
18 certified court reporter. The transcript wll
19 serve as the official record of this public hearing
20 and wil|l be posted on the Departnent's webpage when
21 avai |l able. The webpage address is
22 des. sc. gov/l uckst oneedgefield. And it wll be
23 updated with information as it beconmes avail abl e.
24 Again, ny name is Catherine Sawer, and | wll
25 serve as your hearing officer tonight. Thank you
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1 for taking the tine to be here for this inportant
2 step in SCDES's permtting process. Before | go
3 over how we will proceed, there are a couple of
4 items that | would Iike to address:
5 First, | would ask that you pl ease silence
6 your cell phones or other electronic devices so
7 that others are not disturbed during this hearing.
8 Next, if you have not already done so, |
9 encourage each of you to sign the attendance sheet
10 | ocated at the sign-in table so that we have a
11 conplete record of everyone here tonight. W have
12 asked for your mailing or e-mail address on the
13 sign-in sheet so that we know how to notify you of
14 future information regardi ng the proposed quarry.
15 The permtting process at SCDES begi ns when an
16 application is received for one or nore
17 environnmental permts. During this process, an
18 appl i cant nust show that his proposed operation can
19 conply with all applicable state and federal
20 regul ations. These regul ati ons have been witten
21 to ensure that human health and the environnent are
22 protected. 1In addition to review ng the
23 application, the Departnment's role is to wite and,
24 if issued, enforce permts that neet the
25 requi renents of the regul ations.
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1 You al so have a role in SCDES s permtting
2 process. That's what brings us here tonight, to
3 recei ve your comments formally for the record.
4 Al though a final permt decision cannot be nmade
5 based on a vote or how many people say the sane
6 t hing, your comments are inportant and may
7 influence the ternms and conditions witten in the
8 permt if one is issued. Coments and concerns
9 gi ven here tonight, as well as those submtted in
10 witing by the end of the public comment period,
11 are wel coned and encour aged.
12 A presentation on the proposed m ne and
13 SCDES' s permtting processes was provided by Jereny
14 Eddy and Mareesa Singleton during the neeting held
15 at 6 ppm This presentation will be made avail abl e
16 on our webpage before the end of the public coment
17 peri od.
18 W will now nmove on to the order in which we
19 W ll proceed with this hearing. A brief statenent
20 about the proposed mne will be read for the record
21 by Jereny Eddy, and an overview of the draft air
22 permt will be Mareesa Singleton. | wll then
23 begin the public comment portion of the evening by
24 calling on those of you who indicated on the sign-
25 in sheet that you would Iike to make a comment. |[f
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1 you have decided that you no | onger wish to comrent
2 when you are called upon, you may decline at that
3 time. Once everyone has had a chance to speak,

4 will ask if anyone else in attendance would like to
5 make a comment. After all comments have been

6 heard, | will nmake closing remarks and the public
7 hearing wi ||l be adjourned.

8 For everyone to have a fair and equa

9 opportunity to participate tonight and to ensure
10 that we proceed in a tinely and effective manner,
11 the foll ow ng four guidelines have been

12 est abl i shed:

13 First, there will be no questions answered

14 during the public hearing.

15 Second, your coment should not go over three
16 m nutes for individual or five mnutes for elected
17 of ficials and t hose speaki ng on behalf of an

18 organi zed group. | will remnd you if you do not
19 concl ude your comments in that tinme. |If you're
20 unable to present all your comrents within the
21 allotted tine, please renenber that you nay submt
22 themto SCDES in witing by the close of the public
23 conment peri od.
24 Third, please be respectful towards anyone
25 speaki ng here tonight. You each have a unique and
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1 val ued perspective. No one comment is considered
2 nore inportant than another. And please do not
3 interrupt or ask other participants to respond to
4 your comments.

5 Shoul d any comments or actions begin to
6 nove away fromthe intent of this hearing, | may

7 ask the speaker to limt their statenents and be

8 seat ed.

9 | will now call on Jereny Eddy to read a brief
10 statenent about the mne operating permt

11 application. Ckay.

12 MR. EDDY: On March 21st, 2024, Luck Stone Corporation
13 submtted a mne operating permt application to
14 mne granite in Edgefield County. The total

15 permtted area is proposed to be 424 1/2 acres,

16 consisting of 344 1/2 acres of affected area, 74.1
17 acres of buffer, and 5.9 acres of future reserves.
18 The reclamation plan proposes to reclaimthis site
19 to a pond or |ake and grassl ands.
20 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Thank you, Jereny. Now we'l|
21 call on Mareesa Singleton to read a brief statenent
22 about the draft air permt. Mareesa?
23 M5. SINGLETON: Luck Stone Corporation, Luck Edgefield,
24 has applied to the Departnent for an air
25 construction permt to install and operate a new
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aggregate mne processing plant. A draft permt
and draft statenent of basis has been witten
outlining the proposed project and applicable

regul ations. This permt wll enable the facility
to construct and operate in conpliance with state
and federal air quality regulations. The permt

i ncludes federally enforceable facility-wide limts
to remai n bel ow maj or source thresholds for both
the Title V operating permt and the prevention of

significant deterioration regulations.

11 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Thank you, Mareesa. As we

transition to the comment portion of the public
hearing, | would like reiterate that SCDES st aff
are here to listen to your comments. Answers or
responses to questions will not be provided
tonight. Al comments nade during this hearing are
bei ng recorded. |If you are unable to conplete your
comments within the three-mnute allotted tinme, you
may submt themin witing through the end of the
public comment period on August 23rd, 2024.

W will now hear fromthose of you who
indicated on the sign-in sheet that you would |ike
to make a comment. You will be called upon in
random order. Please clearly state and spell your

name for the court reporter before you begin
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1 speaking. And bear with ne if m sspeak on
2 soneone's nane, but first up is Calvin Henderson.
3 Wul d you still like to speak, Calvin?
4 MR. HENDERSON: All right. Good evening, |adies and
5 gentlemen. Hi. M nane is Calvin Henderson
6 Ca-l-v-i-n, He-n-d-e-r-s-o-n. | was sure that
7 perhaps y'all would call M. Mody, M. Jerry, or
8 M. Joey over there first. | didn't think I would
9 be first up
10 |'"'mhere to tell you just a couple of things
11 real quickly about what Luck Stone has been doing
12 in the Edgefield County area that you probably
13 haven't heard about. | know you hear about the
14 quarry all the time; you hear about that. | was
15 t hi nking there would be a few nore peopl e here
16 tonight. | was at the May 5th -- was it May? --
17 the May neeting, and there was quite a bit of
18 interest then. So when | was com ng tonight and |
19 see just a few, you know, |ess people here, |'m
20 t hi nki ng that naybe nore people have got to inform
21 -- nore -- maybe the information that they're
22 putting out is getting -- is reaching nore peopl e,
23 and perhaps maybe the big bold quarry that was
24 comng is not such a bad idea after all.
25 Wat 1'd like to say is they have cane in
803.749.8100
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1 They have very nmuch tried to integrate thensel ves
2 Wi thin the community. They're constantly asking,
3 "What can we do? Wat -- you know, how can we
4 hel p? How can we get out there? How could we
5 beconme part of the comunity?" That -- we had the
6 special needs promin May. They were a big part of
7 that. So we thank you for that. That was in
8 Edgefield at the NWF Pal metto Shooti ng Conpl ex.
9 They were very, very instrunental in -- in making
10 sure that they were a big part in that. The
11 Edgefi el d Peach Festival cane along. They were
12 there to put out tons of information. They had two
13 tents there. They want everybody to hear about it.
14 They want everybody to ask questions. They want
15 you to -- to -- to be interested in what's going on
16 t here.
17 And | think one of the reasons for that, too,
18 is alot of tines we hear something on soci al
19 medi a. And, of course, we don't bother to fact-
20 check it. W just pass it on. W share; we share
21 it. If it's bad and it sounds good, we share it
22 three tines faster. |If it's -- if it's -- sounds
23 like it's going to be good for the comunity,
24 sonetimes people don't share it quite as fast. But
25 if it's something negative, God, does it go out
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1 like wildfire.
2 Sol -- 1'"djust like to say that | think with
3 the information that they're putting out and -- and
4 you -- | know this is DHEC here tonight that's
5 doing this -- | think it was informative to the
6 community. They are already asking, "Wat can we
7 do," you know, "in Edgefield County?" not Edgefield
8 Town, but they -- the entire county. They want to
9 be vested in this community. They don't just want
10 to be an overni ght conpany that just shows up and,
11 you know, throws up a couple of signs, dig a rock
12 quarry here, and then they're "poof" gone. |
13 t hi nk, you know, they're -- they're here for the
14 long haul. They're here for just, you know, the --
15 the long term | think they're here to hel p nake
16 the community better.
17 And, you know, | also -- with another quarry
18 com ng around, we only have one in town now. And I
19 think there's one right across the -- over on R ver
20 Watch, on -- is it Marietta? Am/|l saying that
21 correctly?
22 So | think, you know, of course, bringing
23 anot her quarry in, we -- we use a ton of aggregate
24 here in South Carolina. So we're tal king about we
25 want better roads, you know. If we can bring the
803.749.8100
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1 cost down of the -- the material -- the raw
2 materials to get the roads done, then perhaps we
3 can get them done faster and nore of them done.
4 Because if y'all -- y'"all have rode on South
5 Carolina roads before, right? Yeah, we got a few
6 bunmpy roads |'ve seen.
7 So |l -- again, | think they're -- they're not
8 | ooking at it fromthe quarry side. |1'm]looking at
9 it fromthe investnent into the comunity, you
10 know, the community side of it. | think, you know,
11 they're going to want to -- if we got sone
12 pl aygrounds and they're not up to standards or we
13 don't have enough, | think they're ready to invest.
14 Say, "Hey, you know, let's -- let's get nore out
15 there,” you know. And they're not so big about
16 putting the Luck Stone nane on it. They just want
17 it to be a beautiful community. They want it to be
18 a welcomng conmunity. W're a quaint little town,
19 and we've got a lot to offer. But sonetines you
20 only hear about the negative versus -- proceeds the
21 -- the positive that we have to offer. And that's
22 just kind of ny take on it.
23 Thank y'all for giving nme -- | hope | stayed
24 under three mnutes. Thank you very mnuch.
25 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Thank you, M. Henderson. Al
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1 right. The next person is Peggy Haddaway. Wbuld
2 you still like to speak tonight, M. Haddaway? No?
3 Ckay.
4 Next up is Chris Hoffman? Chris, would you
5 like to speak?
6 MR HOFFMAN: Calvin said it all.
7 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. Maybe that's why
8 Calvin got to go first. Al right.
9 MR. HENDERSON: That was it.
10 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Any Massey or Kinberly Horn?
11 Any Massey? Kinberly Horn?
12 M5. HORN: No thank you.
13 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: No? kay. Hammond Arnstrong,
14 woul d you still like to speak tonight?
15 MR. ARMSTRONG  No.
16 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWWER: No? kay. Brayden Rutl and?
17 MR. RUTLAND: No thank you
18 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: No? Darn. How about Allen
19 Hudson?
20 MR, HUDSON: | already shared what |'m going to say.
21 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER:  Ckay.
22 MR. HUDSON: | appreciate it.
23 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Well, Joey Smth? No?
24 MR SMTH Calvin said it all
25 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Calvin, darn. Al right,
803.749.8100
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1 Cal vin. How about Katie Kosloski? Wuld you |ike
2 to speak tonight?

3 M5. KOSLOSKI: Yes, ma'am

4 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: Ckay.

5 M5. KOSLOSKI: | appreciate it. M nane is Katie

6 Kosl oski, K-a-t-i-e K-0-s-l-0-s-k-i. | just wanted
7 to express Luck Stone's sincere appreciation for

8 DHEC hosting this forumtonight, and also all the
9 fol ks in attendance who shared coments and

10 questions. | wanted to share ny phone nunber in
11 case there are further questions or an interest in
12 getting together to | earn nore about our project

13 of f of Wodl awmn Road. M phone nunber is (804)400-
14 2591. And ny e-nmil address is

15 kkosl oski @ uckconpani es. com

16 Luck is very, very excited to be a hopefu

17 part of the Edgefield community for years to cone,
18 and will vow to be an active, engaged, and

19 responsi bl e nenber of this community if we're
20 al l oned. Thank you.
21 HEARI NG OFFI CER SAWER: All right. That concl udes
22 everyone who signed up to make a comment. [|f you
23 woul d i ke to speak now and did not sign up, please
24 rai se your hand. Al right. | think I've called
25 on everyone who wi shed to make a comment tonight.
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1 So the comment portion of tonight's public hearing
2 is concluded. On behalf of the South Carolina
3 Department of Environnmental Services, | would |ike
4 to thank everyone for com ng out here toni ght and
5 gi ving us your coments. Please note once again
6 that witten coments may be submitted to SCDES
7 t hrough August 23rd, 2024. Al witten coments
8 received on or before this date will be considered
9 in SCDES' s deci sion nmaki ng process.

10 | f you have questions about submtting witten
11 coments after tonight, please see a staff nenber
12 before you | eave. SCDES's Bureau of Land and Waste
13 Managenment will review and consider all commrents

14 recei ved and may request additional information

15 fromthe applicant if necessary. A decision wll
16 t hen be nade to approve or deny the mne permt

17 application and the mne operating permt.

18 Once a final decision is nade, SCDES wil |

19 provide a summary response to all coments

20 received. The permt decision and sunmary of

21 response will be provided to everyone who signed in
22 here tonight, as well as those who submtted

23 witten comments during the public coment period.
24 The final permt decision and sunmary response w | |
25 al so be posted on our webpage. You will receive
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1 notification of SCDES s permt decision by standard
2 US mail or by e-mail. |If you wish to be notified
3 by -- of SCDES s final decision by certified nai
4 i nstead, please nake your request known in witing
5 no | ater than August 23rd, 2024. |[If you have
6 guestions or if you're interested in discussing
7 specific aspects of the proposed m ne, please reach
8 out to any of our staff nmenbers. W wll be happy
9 to begin a conversation with you.

10 Finally, you should -- what? W didn't do

11 that. We're going to skip that.

12 On behalf of the South Carolina Departnent of
13 Envi ronnmental Services, thank you again for your
14 attendance and comments this evening. The tine is
15 now 7:16 p.m and the public hearing is officially
16 adj our ned.

17 (Wher eupon, at 7:16* p.m the

18 hearing in the above-entitled matter
19 was concl uded.)

20 (*This transcript may contain quoted nateri al
21 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted
22 by the speaker.)

23 (**Certificate acconpani es seal ed origina

24 only.)

25
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STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA )
CERTI FI CATE
COUNTY  OF RI CHLAND )

Be it known that Breanna Sharper took the
f oregoi ng proceedi ng and hereby attests:

that 1| was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina-at-large and that by
virtue thereof | was duly authorized to adm nister an
oat h;

that the deponent/w tness, if any, was first
duly sworn to testify to the truth, the whole truth,
and nothing but the truth, concerning the matter in
t he controversy aforesaid,;

that the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the testinony
so given at the time and place aforesaid to the best
of ny skill and ability;

that | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of
any of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action;

that, if a recording of an event was supplied by
anot her party for purposes of transcription and | was
not present during that event, the foregoing pages
were transcribed to the best of ny skill and ability;
additionally, any identifications of speakers were
provided to nme by the party supplying the recording;

that, in the event of a nonappearance by the
wi tness, the foregoing details for the nonappearance
are accurate.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed ny
signature and title.

-

;‘L-*"“\h_ _7

Br eanna Shar per

Date: 8/21/2024

Notary public for South Carolina

My comm ssi on expires Novenber 29, 2033
*Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public
adm nistered the oath. Please refer to the
transcri pt for any exceptions.
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